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labour, and like that which Pope de- 
scribes as the sad mansion of’ Sir G. 
Villiers, you here may find ‘the walls 
of plaister and the floors of dung.” 
Their furniture corresponds with the 
habitation, ‘“¢a dirty flock bed new re- 
paired with straw,” may be seen in these 
abodes of indigence, * but tape tied cur- 
tains never meant to draw,” is a piece 
of luxury, of which they presume not 
to boast. In the midst of this compli- 
cation of wretchedness, their views and 
expectations are bounded by their situ- 
ations, and they affect to despise all who 
are placed in happier climes. ‘They 
bear their condition with a degree of 
Stoicism, which Athens never knew, 
and they brave the horrors of their sta- 
tion with a magnanimity which fortitude 
is unable to supply. ‘They repine at 
the little deviations which the different 
shades of wretchedness make from one 
another, and estimate their present suf- 
ferings by a comparison of former ex- 
emptions and present calamities. 
(To be continued.) 
enters 
For the Parlour Companion. 

Mr. Editor—Many designations have 
been proposed for the age we live in, all 
of which, however, are defective. Were 

_I permitted to name it, I would call it 
the “age of paper,” in consideration of 
the wonders which that article has 


wrought among us in almost every de-} 


_ partment of societyx—-—-Some authors, 
who in their days were considered as 
very wise men, have recorded it as 
their opinion, that without gold and sil- 
ver, commerce and trade must fail, nay 
that the arts and sciences themselves 
would inevitably sink into oblivion ; 
how surprised would thes: men be, 
were they permitted to revisit the earth, 
and perceive both their good friends, 
exiled from their hig) office, by shreds of 
flimsy paper, “stamred vy the graver’s 
art.”—-In the learned professions too, 
_we find this humble article, assume an 
importance unknown in days .{ yore— 
For many 2 learned docwr, \/ho ne’er 
te in sgndy’s cave consum’d die snidnight 
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hour,” nor the hour of morn, of noon, 
nor of eve—has climbed the hill—ot 
wealth—-with no other abilities than 
those which are inscribed on paper in 
form of puffs—all your readers must 
have heard of paper wars, and it is not 
impossible, but that, before the age be 
passed, the offspring of a few dirty rags, 
may completely supercede “‘ the ensan- 
guin’d field,” and all the present ‘¢dread 
artillery of war.”—If it do away its hor- 
rors I shall be satisfied—and no doubt a 
legion of heroes will be equally so, pro- 
vided, however, that at the same time, 
it curtail not their emoluments. A. 


a 


EGOTISM. 

Egotism claims his descent from varity and 
pride. To an inordinate desire of applause and 
a too great esteem for himself, which he inherits 
from his parents, he adds the desire of being the 
sole object of thought and consideration wherev- 
er he is. With the sensibility of vanity, but with- 
out the firmness of pride, he shrinks from every 
wholesome truth ; and prefers the flattering ap- 
plause of the worthless, to the silent esteem of 
the good. This gentleman is ever eager to im- 
press strangers with an idea of his own impor- 
tance, and I seldom recollect meeting him in a 
tavern or a stage coach, where all enter as equals, 
that he did not attempt superiority, by informing 
us of his great connexions, his own importance, 
and his large concerns; and, by retailing the 
hacknied observations of others, endeivour to 
make us suppose him as familiar with the most 
noted parts of either continent, as with the vi- 
cinity of his own town. Raised upon this scaf- 
folding, he may sometimes succeed in exciting ». 
momentary gaze, but it is seldom sufficient to 
support the weight of the giant who presses 


th 


upon it, and when it sinks under | ™, he falls. 
beneath the contempt of those, who ‘4 have 
respected him as an equal. Occ»: , pluuse, 
far from satiating an egotist, omy siskes ‘im 
more eager to shew his imagined sup ciurty, te 
resembles himselfto the suny before wiios..4fful- 


gence the smaller luminaries hide their ¢ uninish- 


ed heads. With this ideahe expects »aimplicit. 
assent to every thing he utter) , ond “atters him- 


self, that, in sounding fort! his owy merits he is 
pouring instruction into minds ©», cr to receive it. 
For egotism, thoug): at first 'n' « small seed, yet, 
cultivated by doatmg parents .nd submissive de- 
pendants, soor becomes vo .ange a tree, that eve- 
ry flecting folly may rest Cuereon, I have known 
a lady deprivet of pie »ure for a whole evening, 
when her new head dress passed unn6ticed,; a 
wit retire chogrino1, when ne was the only person 
who laughed «* a pun, he had been the whole 


day studying : Laitva, with tears in her eyes, 
vows we here 20 taste, because she has heard a 
wis cy While she was exhibiting her powers of 
ever mus. : 


Ca ‘ we) se 
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POETRY. 
HYMN TO THE VIRGIN MARY, THE 
STAR OF THE SEA. 
Imitated by Doctor Leyden, from the Portuguese. 
STAR of the wide and pathless sea, 
Who lov’st on mariners to shine, 
These votive garments, wet, to thee, 
We hang within thy holy shrine ; 
When o’er us flash’d the surging brine, 
Amid the warring waters tost, 
We call’d no other name but thine, 
And hop’d when other hope was lost! 
Ave maris stella. 
Star of the vast and howling main ; 
When dark and lone is all the sky, 
And mountain waves o’er ocean’s plain, 
Erect their stormy heads on high : 
When virgins for their true loves sigh, 
They raise their weeping eyes to thee ; 
The Star of Ocean heeds their cry, 
And saves the found’ring bark at sea! 
Ave maris stella! 
Star of the dark and stormy sea, 
When wrecking tempests round us rave, 
Thy gentle virgin form we see, 
Bright rising o’er the hoary wave ; 
The howling storms, that seem to crave 
‘Their victims, sink in music sweet ; 
The surging sea recedes to pave, 
The path beneath thy glist’ning feet! 
Ive maris stella! 
Star of the desert waters wild, 
Who, pitying, hear’st the seaman’s cry, 
The god of mercy as a child 
On that chaste bosom loves to lie. 
While soft the chorus of the sky, 
Their hymns of tender mercy sing, 
And angéi voices name on high, 
The mother of the heav’nly king! 
Ave maris stella ! 
Star of the deep! at that blest name, 
The waves sleep silent round the keel, 
The tempests wild their fury tame, 
‘Chat made the earth’s foundation reel : 
"The soft celestial accents steal, 
So soothing thro’ the realms of woe, 
The newly damned a respite feel, 
From torture in the depths below, 
Ave maris stella ! 
Star of the mild and placid seas, 
Whom rainbow rays of mercy crown, 
Whose name thy faithful Portuguese, 
O’er ak that to the depths go down, 
With hymns of grateful transport own ;. 
When gathering clouds obscure their sight, 
And Heav’n assumes an awful frown, 
The Star of Ocean glitters bright. 
Ave maris stella ! 
Star of the deep! when angel lysres 
To hymn thy holy name essay, 
{fn vain a mortal harp aspires, 
To mingle in the mighty lay. 
Mother of God! one living ray 
Of hope our grateful bosoms fire, 
When thousand tempests pass awiy, 
To join the bright immortz: choir! 
Ave mauris stelia! 
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THE TEAR. 


What power ordain’d the lucid tear, 
Emerging from its secret cell, 

Far more persuasive to appear, 

Than all the babbling tongue can tell 
It surely is some heav’nly pow’r, 

That bids these precious waters start ; 
To speak in sorrow’s silent hour, 

The real language of the heart. 

Forgot by friends, by fortune cross’d, 
The sport of treachery or care, 
Bless’d is the wretch, tho’ tempest toss’d, 
Who vents his anguish in a tear! 
When list’ning to the plaint of woe, 
Distrust had check’d the liberal deed, 
A tear has made that bounty flow, 

From them whose wants that bounty need. 
When penitence would plead sincere ; 
When error seeks the guiding ray : 

Go to the altar, with a tear, 

And it will wash thy fault away. 


——e—— 


HOPE. 


Oh! ever skill’d to wear the form we love! 

To bid the forms of grief and fear depart, 

Come, gentle hope! with one gay smile remove 

The lasting sadness of an aching heart. 

Thy voice, benign enchantress! let me hear; 

Say that forme some pleasure yet shall bloom, 

That fancy’s radiance, friendship’s precious tear, 

Shall soften or shall chase, misfortune’s gloom. 

But come not glowing in the dazzling ray, 
Which once with dear illusion’s charmed my 

eye: 

Oh! strew no more, sweet flatterer, on my way, 
The flowers I fondly thought too bright to die. 

Visions less fair will soothe my pensive breast, 

That asks not happiness but longs for rest! 


—<=— 
A COMPARISON. 


See how amid the dark and frowning skies, 
The sun emits a solitary ray, 

Yet while we gaze, it vanishes, it dies, 
And passes like a morning dream away. 

Thus hope, the sweet seducer of our woes, 
With flattering radiance, courts the longing 

sight, 

But soon their mystic web the fates disclose, 

And veil the scene in everlasting night. 


—— 


The following owes its rise to the circumstance ef 
the University of Cambridge having proposed ae 
au subject for a prize epigram, “quid noster 
Roscius egit,” in allusion to Master Betty: 

What did the boy, the Roscius ?—cantabs ask, 

Like most boys,—play’d, while he should lears 

his task! 
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